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[bookmark: _GoBack]Module 7> Reading Questions for Religion in Africa. By going over the assigned readings and viewing the power points, (including the case studies provided in Bb Day 1 & Day 2) answer the following questions. 
1. What are the three primary religions in Africa?

The three primary religions in Africa are,
Christianity
Islam
Traditional African religions





2. Briefly summarize how each religion arrived and/or spread in Africa?
The Islam religion Arrived in Africa after they migrated from Arabian Peninsula. They invaded northern Africa as military conquests. As a result they became the ruling party in northern Africa and Settled in various places within this region. In terms of commercial activities, Muslims were traders of animals and medicinal packs .This made them to conquer not only northern Africa but other parts of sub Saharan Africa such as West Africa and coastal parts of east Africa. During their commercial enclaves, they made aliens with the chiefs and kings and this influenced their spread In Africa.

Christianity arrived in Africa during the precolonial period. They had a mission of spreading missionary activities that included education and Christianity. Their arrival was also improved by the existence of trans-Atlantic trade which influenced arrival of Christianity through the Portuguese In the late 1400s-1600s. In 1800s the missionaries, had introduced Christianity in Ghana and Nigeria. Dutch arrival also facilitated Christianity in Africa
The traditional African religion arrived mostly from Bantu speaking people.  It was based on oral traditions where basic values concerning religions were passed from elders to the younger generations. So it can be said that African traditional religion arrived as a result of existence of cultural identities that included myths tales and stories. 





3. Compare basic components of traditional (indigenous) religion with Islam and Christianity in terms of the following aspects:
	aspect of comparison
	Traditional (Indigenous) Religions in Africa
	Islam in Africa
	Christianity in Africa

	The concept of God and the role of spirits, 

	African traditional religion believe in supreme being called God whom they worship through their ancestors. They believe that the supreme power connects them to the environment. The role of ancestors is to communicate to the supreme God on their behalf and call the living healers and diviners
	Islam believe in a supreme God called Allah.  With regard to the role of spirit, they have a prophet called Muhammad who prescribes their revelation. 
	Christians believe in supreme God the father who is present today in terms of the Holy spirit and actions of the believers.












	the role of important ancestors or prophets, 

	The important role is to worship ancestors and stay still to one’s community. 

ancestors
	The role of importance is to maintain the five pillars of faith. As the part of the sunna
Prophets
	Worship , pray and nurture faith in churches 

Prophet






	typical sacred places (provide the names and briefly describe an them) 

	Example: shrines and spirit houses
The shrines were the sacred places where the African traditional believers worshiped at. It is a sacred relic with an idol or an image as an immemorial of worship.

	

Mosque is the sacred place of worship for the Muslims. Where Muslims are taught details of sunna. 
	

Church is the sacred place of worship for Christians. Christians sing pray and worship in this place

















	aspect of comparison
	Traditional (Indigenous) Religions in Africa
	Islam in Africa
	Christianity in Africa

	Styles of devotion, invocation or prayer

	Worship ancestors and belief in them. Communicate to God through the ancestors and pour them libation to please them. 
	Style of devotion for Islam is observation of the five pillars. That is pledging one’s faith, ritual; prayer, charity to the poor fasting during Ramadhan and making a journey to the holy place. 
	
Prayer to communicate with God,

Nurture faith in churches read the holy book and obey the ten commandments.














	How each religion provides guidelines for good behavior/ character (what are their basic ideas regarding a moral code?) Explain.

	The African traditional society provide guidelines by stressing on community reservation where people are taught ways of life and observing the cultural tradition of worship to the ancestors. Regarding moral code they traditional religion advice their people to respect other peoples believes and remain stil in the community that they share same beliefs.
	The Islam religion provides guideline for good behavior by stressing sunna observation, respect and assistance to the poor.
	
The Christian religion provide guidelines for good behavior by emphasizing on observation of the ten commandments, devotion to the church and love for one another.


























7

